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SAVED BY THE BELT
Cooperation, car seats lead to rescue

A Rockdale County Public Schools bus driver said she is uncomfortable being called a
hero although her actions helped save a family.

"The attention should be put on the mom, because she put her babies in car seats,"” said
Kelly McElroy, driver of school bus route 101. "It should be plastered all over the
world."

According to the Rockdale County Sheriff's Office, on the morning of April 2, the mom,
Terri Hines, driving a 1999 Toyota Corolla, and Alton Holcombe, driving a 2001 Ford F-
250, collided on East Fairview Road.

Shortly afterward, the five-year school system employee, dubbed "Miss Kelly" by her K-
12 riders, arrived on the scene on the way to Lorraine Elementary School. She notified
dispatcher Betty Harper, who sent emergency assistance.

"It was a horrific accident,” the bus driver said. "A head-on collision and then flipping."

Inside the inverted Toyota were Ms. Hines and her two children, 4-year-old Kavon and 8-
month-old Keshon. Keeping them inside were restraints; a seat belt for Ms. Hines and
child safety seats for the children.

"He was just sitting there upside down, the tears going down his face the wrong way,"
Mrs. McElroy said of Keshon.

While Mrs. McElroy, 35, said she was committed to saving the injured family, "if it's the
last thing 1 did,"” she credits others with successful teamwork.



The fourth-grade students kept the younger ones calm. Her son Shane Winters, a Heritage
High School student who rode Route 101, sprinted from the still-moving bus to pull
Kavon from the wreck.

"All we had to do was look at each other,"” she said. "It was just amazing."

Mrs. McElroy, wife of Doraville Police Department Captain Tommy McElroy, received
praise from former police officer Steve Davis.

Davis, director of the Conyers-based Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute, a
division of the University of Georgia that includes a fitting station for child car safety
seats, said correct safety procedures provented an even worse accident.

"We're thankful that this mother had done her part by making sure her children were
properly secured in child safety seats," said Davis.

"We're also very impressed with the reaction of the bus driver and her son at this crash
scene."

http://www.neighbornewspaper.com/rockdale
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